How o he 2 Mathemaetician

ey —

it takes a loeng fime to learn to live—by the time vou
learn vour time is gone. 1 spent most of a hfetime
trving io be 2 mathematician—and what did | learn?
What does it take to be one? I think | know the an-
swer: you have 1o be born rigit, vou must corctiraaliy
stoive to becoms perfect, vou must love ma'hematics
maore than anything else, vou must work at it hard and
without stop, snd vou must never give up

Born right? Yes, To be a scholar of vnathematics you
must be bern with talent, insight, concentration, taste,
luck, drive, and the ability ta visualize and guess. Far
teaching vou must in addition ~mderstand what kinds
of obstacles learners are likely o place before them-
selves, and you must have sympathy for your aadi-
ence, dedicated selllessness, verbal ability, clear style,
and expository skill. To be able, finaily, to pull your
weight in the proféssion with thie essemiia] clarical and
sdministrative fobs, you must be responsible, consci-
entious, careful, and organized —it helps if you also
have some qualities of leadership and charisma.

Your can't be perfect, but if you don't try, you won't
be good enough.

To be a mathematician you must love mathematics
more than family, relizgion, money, comfort, pleasure,
glory, [ do not saean that vou must love it to the exclu-
S0 Of f.:lm.il}-', religion, and the rest, and 1 do not
mean that if vou do love it, vou’ll never have any
doubts, you'll never be discouraged, vou'll never be
ready to chuck it all and take up gardening instead
Doubts and discouragements are part of life. CGreat
mathematicians have doubts and get discouraged, but
usually they can’t stop doing mathematics anyway,
and, when they do, thevamiss it very ddeply.
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